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Dear Families, 

Today, high school administration and my office were informed of racist comments and imagery posted on 
social media by a current South Windsor High School student. Mr. Rizzuto immediately launched a formal 
investigation of this matter. I want to thank the many students and parents who reported the information.  
It is important as a community that our students and families know they can reach out and be heard. I also 
want to state clearly and unequivocally that racist language or images from any student will not be tolerated.   

Former students, many of whom are now in college or in careers, have recently shared their concerns over 
the past response of teachers and administrators when confronted with racism, sexism, anti-LGBTQ or 
religious bigotry. For any former student to whom we did not listen with greater intention, and for any 
students for whom we did not intervene resolutely, I apologize. I cannot change the past, but the district can 
commit to doing better. For our current and future students and families: South Windsor Public Schools can 
and will do better.  

While we cannot discuss the specific details of today’s ongoing matter, I can restate the words I shared at 
Town Hall during a recent Black Lives Matter march. I share these words with our whole community to ensure 
that the district’s commitment to promoting a culture of equity and anti-racism is not just a message to share 
at a rally. It is a message that all students and families need to hear. As a district we will be more intentional, 
insistent and unrelenting in ensuring that we have a culture of anti-racism within our schools. 

 

As your superintendent of schools, I am proud to be here among so many current and former 
students who are committed to fighting racial injustice, to dismantling racism, and to working 
together to bring about change. I stand here today to be in solidarity, but equally important, to 
be an active listener.   

When I watched the video of the brutal killing of George Floyd, I watched with anguish, 
heartbreak, anger, and sadness; but not with disbelief. We have witnessed brutality against 
black lives too many times for us to watch in disbelief, but rather with profound sorrow over the 
familiarity and frequency of such injustice. And when I watched peaceful protestors beaten, 
dragged and immersed in clouds of gas, I became overwhelmed with a feeling of helplessness 
and struggled to feel hopeful for the future - but I know we must not abandon hope. And the 
commitment of our community seen here today fuels that hope. 
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As a white woman who has had the winds of white privilege at her back for 50 years, I cannot 
know what it means to be black in America. But as an ally, I can stand with the Black Lives 
Matter movement, and as a leader, I can be more intentional, insistent and unrelenting to 
ensure a culture of anti-racism within our schools. We must view our curriculum, textbooks, 
hiring practices, discipline policies, teaching strategies, access to rigorous course work, all 
through a lens of equity and anti-racism. There is much work to do, but I and others are 
committed to this work and will respond to this national call for action.  

Last Sunday I wrote to our community to share my response to this call to action which was a 
one-word answer in order to be swift, clear, and unequivocal: Yes. 

Let me be clear and unequivocal again today. The South Windsor School System stands with 
Black Lives Matter and will respond to this call to action.    

 
With sincerity, 

 
Kate Carter, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


